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INTRODUCTION 
׃   

 
 

üMr. John Rogers, Executive Director, AFSL  

     Ԋ̆ ᾢ  



 
 
 

Report from Board of Directors Meeting 
October 1, 2012 
Ԋᴪ ’ 

üElection of New Directors ҽ ᴋ Ԋ 

 - Two Directors Elected (Importers) ңᵝ
ף  

   Mr. Mike Ingram (Fireworks over America)  

 -ÒȢ -ÉÃË -ÁÒÉÅÔÔÁ ɉ*ÁËÅÓȭ &ÉÒÅ×ÏÒËÓɊ 

- One Director Elected (Shippers) ѿᵝ ף
 

    Mr. Chi -kay Cheung. (Yuen Loong Hong)  

      



UPDATE OF AFSL ACTIVITIES 
’ 

 

 

üMr. John Rogers, Executive Director, AFSL  

    ᾢ  



PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO STANDARDS 
ḱ  



 
Proposed Standard for Covered Fuses 

‰  

 



 
Proposed Standard for Covered Fuses 

‰  

ü ȰFireworks devices subject to this Standard must have 
covered fuses that successfully resist ignition from open 
f lames, hot surfaces and incendiary sparks when tested in 
accordance with test procedures found in NFPA1129 -2013 
Edition and any additional requirements specified by 
AFSLȱ 

     ‰ ץ ̆
ᵣ ̆ΐᵣ NFPA1129-2013
└ ῒ Ȃ 

ü Effective  Date: Not yet determined 

ü  



Requirements for Fuseless Firecrackers  
(Adult Snappers) 

̂ ֲ ̃ 

 



Requirements for Fuseless Firecrackers  
(Adult Snappers) 

̂ ֲ ̃ 

ü Fuseless Firecrackers may not be tested under AFSL 
standard for Snappers . 

       Ҍᴪ ‰  

ü DOT will not issue EX number for fuseless 
firecrackers under the APA 87-1 standard. 

      ֜ Ҍᴪ EX ҩ֟  

ü AFSL Standards Committee had decided not to 
develop a standard for fuseless firecrackers  due to 
safety concerns. 

      ₮ԍ ῃ ̆ ‰ ᴪҌᴪҹ
֟ └ ‰Ȃ    



New Requirement for Lot I.D. Number and Sticker 
Location on Shipping Cartons. ҉
ᵝ  

üPurpose :  

1. To assist AFSL technicians in the proper application 
of Lot. I.D. stamps and stickers. 

      ꜛ ⱴ  

2. To allow CPSC and DOT to more easily locate the Lot 
I.D. numbers and stickers. 

       ᶏ ᴪ ֜ ⌠  

3. To provide uniformity in the AFSL certification 
process. 

       ѿ  
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New Requirement for Lot I.D. Number and Sticker 
Location on Shipping Cartons. ҉
ᵝ  

 

üDimensions :  

 

    For Lot I.D. stamps: 10 x 3 cm;  

      

 

     Sticker: 6 x 4 cm 
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New Requirement for Lot I.D. Number and Sticker 
Location on Shipping Cartons. ҉
ᵝ  

üFor regular size cartons, the boxes should be printed 
horizontally  on the shipping cartons. 

    ѿ ̆  

üFor small size cartons, the boxes can be printed 
vertically on the shipping cartons.  

    ≢ ̆ ᾛ  

üThe boxes should be printed in an area that is free of 
any other markings and away from seams where  gum 
tape may be applied. 

    β ῤҌ ῒ ῤ ̆ ғ
Ȃ 13 



Implementation Date 
 

 

üNot Determined yet.  ‗  

 

üBased on Factory Feedback. ԍ  

 

üAgreed Upon Date:  July 1̆ 2013. 

    ѿ  
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AFSL INTERNAL AUDITING PROGRAM  

ῤ  

15 



üPURPOSE : 

·A.  Monitor Integrity of Certification Process in China. 

          Ҭ ᵬ ’ 

·Application of AFSL Stickers 

     

·Authenticity of AFSL Stickers 

      

·AFSL Lot Identification Stamps 

       

· Integrity of Shipping Cartons   

         

 

 

 

INTERNAL AUDIT PROGRAMῤ  

16 



ÅB.  Assist Importers in Correcting Deficiencies in 

Program ꜛ Ҍ ӊ  

 

·Familiarity with Requirements of Program 

    ῏  

·How to Address untested Lots 

    ᵥ   

·Assuring Compliance with CPSC Certification 

Requirements. 

      ᴪ  
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ÅC.  Enhance the Integrity of the AFSL Program 

            Ὲ  

·Validate Certification Process in China 

    Ҭ  

·Demonstrate that Program is Adequately Monitored 

ױ     ᾟ№   

· Improve the Credibility of the Program for 

Regulatory Authorities (DOT and CPSC) 

             Ḥ ̂ DOT̆CPSC) 
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·Presentation of Program by Board of Directors ï Feb. 21, 

2012. 

    Ԋᴪ  ï 2012 2 21  

·Training/Preparation ï Mar. 1 to Mar. 23, 2012. 

     ȁ‰  ï 2012 3 1 23  

·Initiation of Audits for Director Companies ï Mar. 26 to Aug. 

24, 2012. 

    ԊῈ ∆  ï 2012 3 26 8 24  

·Review/Assessment of Process ï Aug. 27 to Sep. 30, 2012. 

    ᵀ ï 2012 8 27 9 30   

·Initiation of General Audit Program ï Nov. 15, 2012. 

     ῃ  ï 2012 11 15  

 

TIMETABLE  

19 
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DOT PROPOSAL ON EX NUMBERS FOR 
CONSUMER FIREWORKS 

֜ ῏ԍEX  
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DOT PROPOSAL ֜  
 

üOn August 30, 2012, PHMSA issued a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking to establish an alternative to the 
current EX Numbers approval process. 

   2012 8 30 ̆ ḱ ץ↕
ᶫѿҩ EX ף  
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DOT PROPOSAL ֜  
 

üFor  1.4G fireworks only, an alternative option is 
proposed in which applicants will submit applications 
for certification to a Fireworks Certification Agency 
(FCA) in lieu of submitting applications for approval to 
PHMSA.  There would be a fee charged for this service 
ÂÙ ÔÈÅ &#!ȭÓȟ 

ף    ѿҩ ף ף EX

̆ ף ѿ Ⱶ ̆
ԍ1.4G Ȃ 

üThe FCA would review an application and certify that 
fireworks comply with the criteria of APA 87-1.  

ף    APA87-1 ‰ Ȃ 
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What is a Fireworks Certification Agency(FCA)? 
ᵥҹ ף ̙ 

üFCAs will need to be 'approved' by PHMSA.   

    Ȃ 

üTo become a DOT-approved FCA, the applicant will be 
required to submit an application with all procedures 
it will use to review and certify Division 1.4G consumer 
fireworks, as specified in DOT regulations. 

    ֜ ץ̆
Ȃ 

üThe FCA will be expected to maintain meticulous 
records of their approvals.  

ף     Ḡ ῒ Ȃ 
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TIME LINE FOR THE RULE 
 

 

üDate of Proposal:  August 30, 2012 

    ₮̔2012 8 30  

üDate Comments are due to DOT:  October 29, 2012 

    ֜ ̔2012 10 29  

üImplementation Date:  To be set by DOT 

    ̔ ֜ ‗  
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KEY POINTS   
üAFSL/SGS could qualify as an approved Fireworks 

Certification Agency (FCA). 

    / ץ ҹ ף  

üExisting AFSL Certification Database could satisfy the 
recordkeeping requirement. 

ץ     Ḡ  

üProcessing Time for EX approvals from DOT could improve 
dramatically. 

ץ     ֜ EX  

26 



AFSL Comment #1 
1 

üDOT must adopt the new 2012 version of APA 87-1 
for this rule to be of any significant value to the 
industry.  

    ֜ APA87-1 ‰2012  

ü4ÈÅ ȰÏÌÄȱ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ βα-1 was prepared 15 years ago 
ɀ there have been a lot of changes since then. 

   15 ╠ ҌῬ ԍ ҙ  
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            AFSL Comment #2 
2 

 
AFSL or SGS will likely apply to become an FCA ς 
we are uniquely qualified to offer this service. 

Ⱶ ᶫ ᶃṜ  
 
 

28 



AFSL Comment #3 
3 

üȰ0ÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÅØÁÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȱ  ÏÆ Á ÓÁÍÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅ×ÏÒËÓ 
device by the FCA should NOT be required to include 
a detailed chemical analysis of every component.  

   Ҍ ҩ ᴆẠ №  

üTotal composition weights per tube, lift and burst 
composition weights per tube, report weights per 
report, and the presence of any metal powders in lift 
and burst compositions should be determined and 
compared to the amounts given in the application. 

    ҍ  
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AFSL Comment #4 
4 

ü!ÌÌ &#!ȭÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎ ÁÎ 
accurate and up-to-ÄÁÔÅ  ÄÁÔÁÂÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ȱ&8ȱ 
approvals that can be accessed by DOT for verification 
purposes. 

ף     ̆ ‰ ῒ
ľFXĿ ̆ ᶫ֜  
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AFSL Comment # 5 
5 

 

üThe DOT Proposal Should Cover Display 
Fireworks As Well As Consumer Fireworks. 

   ֜ Ғҙ  

31 



Summary 
 

üAFSL Submitted Comments on behalf of  members on 
October 29, 2012. ף ᴪ ₮  

 

üIndividual Members were encouraged to submit 
comments as well.  ꞉ ᵝᴪ ₮  

 

üAFSL supports the DOT proposal, and urges that our 
suggestions be incorporated in the final rule. 
֜ ̆ ↕└ ױ  
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Summary 
 

üMore than 30 comments were received from industry 
members. ῍ ⌠ҙῤֲ 30  

 

üAFSL and APA will continue to follow the progress of 
the proposal and report any actions to our members. 

    APAᴪѿ  
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Review of Centralized Testing Procedure 
Ҭ  ׃
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